17 MAY 1766                                                        1ST
21.    The proceedings of the Select Committee have laid open to us a most
complicated scene of corruption in which we have, the unhappiness to see
most of our principal servants involved. Gentlemen who have served us in
the highest offices, in whom we placed the greatest confidence and to whom we
had given many marks of our favour, yet neither the ties of honor nor
gratitude, could controul that unbounded thirst after riches that seems to have
prevailed almost over the whole settlement and threatened a total dissolution
of all government. The principle on which these gentlemen justify them-
selves seems to be that donations or free gifts are lawful when no interest of
the Company is sacrificed to obtain them.
22.    We do not admit that donations are in any case lawful without our
consent and approbation. Our governors and council in our settlements abroad
are instructed with the command of our troops and with all our influence and
authority to employ them solely for the honor and advantage of the Company ;
if they pervert the power thus trusted with them for the public good, to their
own private advantage, they are undoubtedly guilty of a breach of that trust,
23.    Neither can we admit that the vast sums obtained on this occasion
were by any means free gifts, the dependant situation of the Subah is itself
a refutation of the plea and his letter to Lord Clive and the Select Committee
with the concurrent testimonies of the seals and Mahmud Reza Cawn4 together
with the depositions of the several people examined on this matter amount
to the clearest proofs that they are exacted from the several parties as the
terms of the protection granted them and lastly we shall say a word or two to
what those gentlemen vainly imagine makes strong in their defence that no
interest was sacrificed to obtain them.
24.    The Company were engaged in a war which as far as we can judge
cost them from ten to twelve lacks per month, for which the Nabob had stipu-
lated to pay no more than five lacks per month and even that fell in arrears;
the Nabob was at this time pressed for payment of the remaining thirty lacks
for restitution besides other unlawful demands on him.   It cannot surely be
pleaded that under these circumstances of the Soubah and the Company no
interest of the  Company  was  sacrificed to   obtain   them.   We   thiak  these
gentlemen sacrificed their own honor, the interest and honor of the Company
and of the nation.
25.    We are sorry to see some of the gentlemen have thought fit to justify
their breach of trust by a breach of orders, in pleading the covenants were
not executed, therefore not obligatory.   ^ut so totally do we differ from them
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that we think them not only guilty of a breach of those particular covenants,
but also of the general covenants which were entered into before these last
were found so necessary.
^
26.    The cavils and opposition of several of the members of the Council
to the powers and conduct of you our Select Committee, appear most evidently
to have been calculated to screen and obstruct the enquiry into and detection
of their misbehaviour, but we are satisfied you have had the real interest of
the Company constantly in your view, in all your researches into the general
corruption and rapacity of our servants with the spirit and disinterestedness
which do you honor and merit our approbation.
27.    We are sensible that the security of our valuable possessions will